INTERNATIONAL
BUSINESS

CITY OF VAUGHAN
Greater Toronto Region | Canada

INVEST IN
VAUGHAN

MESSAGE FROM

Mayor Maurizio Bevilacqua
I am pleased to extend greetings to everyone attending
the 2019 Smart City Summit and Expo in Taipei.
The City of Vaughan is one of the fastest growing municipalities
in Canada. We have wholeheartedly embraced the Smart City
movement because we understand that digital innovation
must be woven into every aspect of city-building. This is the
way of the future.
With more than 12,000 businesses – 81 per cent of which
are small businesses – we take pride in being a major centre
of commerce and a leader in employment. Our economic
growth rate of four per cent far outpaces the province
of Ontario and Canada, and, in a recent survey, 97 per cent
of citizens agree life is good in Vaughan.
Job creators can confidently invest in Vaughan because we
have created the right environment for prosperity. We make
long-term investments to ensure the City of Vaughan maintains
reliable infrastructure and public transit that moves goods,
services and people to where they need to be.

My vision for Vaughan is clear – to build a place where people
can live happy, healthy and fulfilling lives. From improving
infrastructure and roads to recreation and healthcare, exploring
and engaging in Smart City initiatives and digital innovation
is a step in the right direction. As we move Vaughan forward,
it is important to continue engaging with our local and
international community partners to share best practices
and effective strategies for success.
One of Vaughan’s greatest strengths is diversity – 105 languages
are spoken here and nearly half of our population was born
abroad. We value the many diverse cultures that contribute
to our dynamic and engaging community and contribute
to our high standard of living and quality of life.
To all participants of the 2019 Smart City Summit and Expo
in Taipei, please accept my best wishes for a successful event.
Yours sincerely,

Hon. Maurizio Bevilacqua, P.C.
Mayor
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SNAPSHOT:
VAUGHAN BY THE NUMBERS
•

Population: 330, 563 (York Region estimate as of Dec. 31, 2018)

•

Population growth rate (2011-2016): 6.2% (Statistics Canada)

•

Average annual business growth since 2010: 3.5%

•

Value of building permits issued since 2010: $10.8 billion

•

2018 GDP: $20.6 billion (Conference Board of Canada)

•

Average annual employment growth rate since 2010: 4%

•

Top industries by employment:
Manufacturing (22%); Construction (13%); Retail Trade (11%)

•

Median household income (2016): $105,351 (Statistics Canada)

•

Adults aged 25-64 with post-secondary certificate, diploma or degree: 70%
(Statistics Canada)

•

Foreign born population: 46.3% (Statistics Canada)

•

Languages spoken: 105

•

Citizen satisfaction with quality of life: 97%

(Statistics Canada)
(City of Vaughan)

ANAD

Economic and
Political Stability
•

Awarded a perfect score by World
Economic Forum for economic
stability (Global Competitiveness
Report, 2018)

•

#1 in the G7 for the fewest days
to establish a new business
(World Bank Group, 2017)

Highly-skilled
Workforce
#1 most highly educated
workforce in the OECD
(OECD, 2017)

Unparalleled Market Access
Free Trade deals with 48 countries, including
the Canada-EU Comprehensive Economic
and Trade Agreement (CETA) and the
United States-Mexico-Canada Agreement
(USMCA); access to 1.6 billion consumers
(Ontario Ministry of Economic Development, Job Creation
and Trade)

GREATE
ORONT
REGIO
GLOBALLY

•

Combined income tax rate of 26.5% is lower than the G7 average
(Ernst and Young, 2018 MEDJCT Commissioned Study, OECD, 2018)

•

Universal healthcare: Employer health costs per year for a typical
firm in Ontario are one-third the cost of the U.S. average

•

Generous R&D incentives: Combined with various provincial R&D programs,
signature SR&ED program reduces after-tax cost of every $100 in R&D spending
to between $37 and $61

•

Region’s universities produce approximately 42,300 STEM graduates per year,
top 5 in North America (Statistics Canada, Ministry of Training, Colleges and Universities)

COMPETITIVE

AUGHA

INNOVATION

Mackenzie Vaughan Hospital
Smart Hospital

VAUGHAN
METROPOLITAN
CENTRE

VMC - Downtown Vaughan
Niagara University
York University
Third largest university in Canada

YORK UNIVERSITY

Downsview Aerospace Hub
University of Toronto
Largest university in Canada

MaRS Discovery District:

DOWNSVIEW PARK

Research park and innovation hub comprised
of 7 million square feet of facilities, including
hospitals, research institutes, business
incubators and venture capital organizations
• JLabs@Toronto
• Deep Genomics

• MaRS Innovation

University Health Network
Representing 8 hospital sites

Ryerson University - DMZ
#1 university-based business incubator
in the world (UBI Global)

OCAD University
SPADINA

ST. GEORGE

Financial Services Centre of Canada
QUEEN’S PARK
ST. PATRICK
OSGOODE
ST. ANDREW

• TSX: Third largest stock exchange
in North America
• World’s largest exchange for mining,
oil and gas, and cleantech companies

AUGHA

EMERGING
Canadian HQs Already Here:
Adidas Canada Ltd.

Miele Ltd.

Assa Abloy Group

Mircom Group of Companies

GFL Environmental Inc.

Recipe Unlimited - Corp.

Harley-Davidson Canada

Toromont Industries Ltd.

Kohl & Frisch Ltd.

Waste Connections of Canada

Martinrea International Inc.

Yum! Brands Inc.

DOWNTOWN
Ideal Location
15 minutes to Canada’s largest
and busiest airport
•

47-million passengers annually

•

Direct daily service to more than
67% of the world’s economies

•

North America’s 2nd largest
airport for international traffic

•

Transit to major Toronto region
commercial hubs by rapid bus
service and subway

Vaughan
Metropolitan Centre
442-acre master planned downtown
community — one of the largest in
Canada — being built as the financial
and cultural centre of the city

myvmc.ca

AUGHA

HAPPENING
Vaughan
Healthcare Campus
•

$1.6 billion Mackenzie Vaughan
Hospital is the first hospital in
Canada to feature fully integrated
“smart” technology systems

•

82-acre site dedicated
to the hospital

Smart City
•

Vaughan is the first city to
pilot the new World Council
on City Data (WCCD) Smart
Cities Standard (ISO 37122)

•

Smart City Advisory Task Force
created to pursue City-wide
innovation and foster continuous
improvement

NOW
Industrial Market
•

•

At approximately 90 million square feet, Vaughan
is the fourth largest industrial market in the Greater
Toronto Area, driven by manufacturing, transportation,
warehousing, distribution and e-commerce logistics
Site plans in progress for approximately 6.4 million
square feet of new industrial space at full build-out
in the Vaughan Enterprise Zone

•

One of the largest supplies of vacant
industrial land in the Greater Toronto Area:
1,041 hectares

•

Vaughan has one of the Greater Toronto
Area’s lowest commercial property tax
rates at 1.65% and lowest industrial
tax rates at 1.93%

CONTACT US
vaughan.ca/business
City of Vaughan
Economic and Cultural Development
Vaughan City Hall, Level 200
2141 Major Mackenzie Dr.
Vaughan, ON, Canada L6A 1T1
North American toll-free: 1-844-832-2112
ecd@vaughan.ca

Thank you
for your interest in
the City of Vaughan.

感謝您關注旺市。

